
City of Chattanooga
ORDINANCE & REGULATIONS



Ordinance

• Chapter 31 of the City Code
– Adopts the Rainwater Management Guide (RMG)

– Outlines the design review process

– Defines applicability for permanent stormwater mgmt. 
(>5,000 s.f.)

– Addresses hardships, mitigation, credits, incentives, 
etc…

– Addresses peak flow rate and flood control

– Addresses the Combined Sewer areas

– Stream Buffers

– A bunch of other stuff too.

2



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– http://www.chattanooga.gov/public-works/44-
public-works/989-resource-rain
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MS4 Permit
 Inspection & 

Maintenance 
Agreements (2)

Rainwater 
Management Guide

Credits & Incentives
Combined Sewer 

Calculator
 Stormwater Board 

Information

http://www.chattanooga.gov/public-works/44-public-works/989-resource-rain


Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Adopts the Rainwater Management Guide (RMG)
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Sec. 31-313. New 
Development and 
Redevelopment 
Requirements
Permanent Best Management Practices 
Manual

1. Adoption. The City adopts the following 
publications, which are incorporated by
reference in this ordinance as if fully set out 
herein: The City of Chattanooga Rainwater 
Management Guide ("RMG") and 
Landscape requirements, most current 
editions.



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Outlines the design review process
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• Concept Phase 
Submittal

• Preliminary Phase 
Submittal

• Final Submittal

• There is also a guidance document on the 
Resource Rain web page.



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Defines applicability for permanent stormwater mgmt. 
(>5,000 s.f.)
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Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Addresses hardships, mitigation, credits, incentives, 
etc…
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Section 31-313.5.F. 
Whenever the SOV from an 
applicable project area cannot be 
managed or achieved onsite, per City 
requirements, the applicant/owner 
shall provide appropriate 
documentation to the City, using 
approved methodology and in 
acceptable detail, why the SOV 
cannot be managed. See definitions 
for "infeasibility" and "hardships."



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Addresses peak flow rate and flood control
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Applicable projects proposing land 
disturbances must implement 
measures as necessary to
mitigate the post-development 
peak runoff rates to no greater 
than pre-development peak runoff
rates for the 2-, 5-, 10-, and 25-
year 24-hour storm events.

Detention or retention 
ponds, and other BMP's 
used for peak rate 
control only, shall be 
designed in accordance 
with the current edition 
of the Chattanooga 
Hamilton County BMP 
Manual and the RMG 
requirements on peak 
attenuation.

On watercourses draining fifty (50) acres, the elevation 
of the 100-year flood shall be determined



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Addresses the Combined Sewer areas
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CSS Full Fixture Method
 Greater than 1 acre
 Increasing the impervious area

CSS Primary Method
 Voluntary Stay-On-Volume
 SOV greater than 0.5”
 Earn Fee Discounts and Coupons

CSS Simple Fixture Method
 5,000 s.f. and greater
 No increase in impervious area



Ordinance
• Chapter 31 of the City Code

– Stream Buffers
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Sec. 31-323.2 Construction stream buffer zone requirements
Construction Buffers
 Vary depending on type of stream
 Not a primary Sediment/Erosion Control BMP
 Applies to all construction sites

Sec. 31-324.2 Water Quality Buffer
Water Quality Buffers
 Not a primary Water Quality BMP
 Restoration is allowed



Ordinance

• Chapter 31 of the City Code
– A bunch of other stuff too.

• As-Built Drawings/Calcs

• Grandfathering

• Dewatering

• Inspections

• Channel protection

• Filling & Grading

• Timber Removal

• Illicit discharges

• Enforcement and abatement

• Fees, Credits, & Mitigation
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Ordinance

Questions?
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Thank You!
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